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were called upon to make decisions as to other people's
concerns. And the abolition of capitalism and the wage
system would remove the chief incentive to fear and greed,
those correlative passions by which all free life is choked
and gagged.
Few men seem to realize how many of the evils from
which we suffer are wholly unnecessary, and that they
could be abolished by a united effort within a few years.
If a majority in every civilized country so desired3 we
could., within twenty years, abolish all abject poverty,
quite half the illness in the world, the whole economic
slavery which binds down nine tenths of our population;
we could fill the world with beauty and joy, and secure the
reign of universal peace. It is only because men are
apathetic that this is not achieved, only because imagina-
tion is sluggish, and what always has been is regarded as
what always must be. With good-will, generosity, intel-
ligence, these things could be brought about.